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Weathering the Storm. 
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The only certainty in life is uncertainty. So, if the unexpected 
happens, Paul Hicks from Be Ready Wealth can give you 

guidance when you need it most to help put your finances on 
the right track. 
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Tough times strike. 
When Julian Pinder’s wife Michelle was diagnosed with cancer in 2010, the couple 

realised they urgently needed to take control of financial matters. That’s when they first 

got in touch with Paul Hicks. 

“Once we found out about my wife’s illness, we knew what was coming,” Julian 

explained. “So, we put our plans in place – and Paul was part of those plans.” 

At the time, the Pinders were raising their three-year-old daughter Sophie. While Julian 

and Michelle were still able to make decisions together, their primary concern was to 

secure Sophie’s financial future and ensure they had enough money to cover her school 

fees. 

As the first step, Paul helped Michelle lodge a terminal illness claim with her super 

fund – an option she and Julian weren’t previously aware of. Paul then worked with the 

Pinders on an investment strategy for when the money came through. 

“We wanted to get some advice for our daughter,” Julian said. “We told Paul we wanted 

to put money away so it would be worth the same amount in a number of years and 

we’d be able to use it for her education. But Paul showed us how to invest it so we could 

earn a higher level of interest.” 

Next, Paul recommended using part of Michelle’s insurance money to pay off the 

family’s mortgage and converting the rest into an allocated pension through Michelle’s 

super fund. With this regular income stream, Michelle would be able to take care of her 

medical costs and cover the family’s expenses when she went through treatment. 

“With Paul’s advice, my wife could earn interest on the payout she was given, and then 

draw down on that as a pension,” Julian said. “Paul went through all of that with us – he 

put the options out there and explained them all, then let us choose what we thought 

would be best for us.” 
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Hope for the future 

Sadly, Michelle passed away from her illness in 2015. However, thanks 

to Paul’s advice she was able to realise some of her dreams first, 

such as paying off the family home, installing a swimming pool and 

enjoying holidays to Disneyland and the Maldives with her loved 

ones. 

Now that Julian is back working full-time and free from financial 

worry around Sophie’s education, he’s focusing on building financial 

security for himself and his daughter. 

As part of his overall financial plan, Paul has helped Julian develop 

an investment strategy for the remaining funds from Michelle’s 

estate. And having Paul on his side has given Julian the confidence to 

purchase an investment property. 

Julian commented, “I’ve just put down a deposit, and so far, 

everything seems to be tracking well.” 

Julian’s focus now is to enjoy quality time with his daughter. He keeps 

in regular contact with Paul, who keeps a close eye on Julian and 

Sophie’s finances. 

“I catch up with him (Paul) every few months, just to see how we’re 

progressing and if we need to change our strategy,” Julian said. “Paul 

has really simplified everything for us – it’s fantastic. I’d definitely 

recommend him to anyone who’s looking for a good financial 

planner.” 
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Contact us, we’re here to help

To find out how we can help you protect your assets and those you care for,  please feel 

welcome to contact us.

Source: BT. Information contained in this document is of a general nature only. It does not constitute financial or taxation 
advice. The information does not take into account your objectives, needs and circumstances. We recommend that you 
obtain investment and taxation advice specific to your investment objectives, financial situation and particular needs before 
making any investment decision or acting on any of the information contained in this document. Subject to law, Capstone 
Financial Planning nor their directors, employees or authorised representatives, do not give any representation or warranty 
as to the reliability, accuracy or completeness of the information; or accepts any responsibility for any person acting, or 
refraining from acting, on the basis of the information contained in this document.

Be Ready Wealth Pty Ltd is a Corporate Authorised Representative (No.1264704) 

of Capstone Financial Planning Pty Ltd. ABN 24 093 733 969. Australian Financial 

Services Licence No.223135.
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